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Poverty as Challenge 

Question 1. 

Is it correct that poverty line may vary with time and place? 

Answer: 

• A person is considered poor if his or her income or consumption 

level falls below a given “minimum level” necessary to fulfill the 

basic needs. What is necessary to satisfy basic needs is different at 

different times and in different countries. 

• Therefore, poverty line may vary with time and place. Each country 

uses an imaginary line that is considered appropriate for its 

existing level of development and its accepted minimum social 

norms. 

Question 2. 

Explain how the low level of education of the poor people can be held 

responsible for poverty in India. 

Answer: 

• Low level of education of the poor is a major cause behind their 
 



 poverty. Poor people do not have access to education. 

• Because of illiteracy, the Indian farmers have failed to learn new 

methods of cultivation. Even the village moneylenders succeed in 

cheating them quite easily. 

• Moreover, poor parents are not able to send their children to 

schools. So, the poor people are employed as unskilled workers 

and are paid low wages due to low level of education. 

Question 3. 

Describe the aims of Swarnajanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana and the 

Pradhan Mantri Gramodaya Yozana. 

Answer: 

Swarnayanti Gram Swarozgar : Swarnajayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana 

(SGSY) was launched in 1999. The programme aims at bringing the 

assisted poor families above the poverty line by organising them into 

self-help groups through a mix of bank credit and government subsidy. 

Pradhan Mantri Gramodaya Yozana : The Pradhan Mantri Gramodaya 

Yozana (PMGY) was launched in 2000. Under this scheme, additional 

central assistance is given to states for basic services such as primary 

health, primary education, rural shelter, rural drinking water and rural 

electrification. 
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